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ABSTRACT 
The role of the police in protecting lives and properties has been very significant especially 
in the neighbourhood. However, the trend in the pattern of crime tends to undermine the 
fight against crime in the residentially community. As a result there has been increase in 
the level of criminal activities in the neighbourhood as shown in crime statistics. This trend 
necessitated police-public collaboration in the effort to reduce crime. Against this 
backdrop, the main objective of the study addressed the role of the police-public 
collaboration in crime control. The study was hinged on gap theory and routine activity 
theory. The study is a descriptive and cross sectional study. Quantitative and qualitative 
data methods were used. The instruments of data collection combined questionnaire and 
in-depth interviews. The study adopted triangulation of sampling method which combined 
random sampling, purposive, stratified and convenient sampling. Quantitative data were 
analysed electronically with the use of SPSS version 17.0. Qualitative data were analysed 
through manual coding and content analysis. This involved the use of ethnographic 
summaries and verbatim quotations of responses. The pattern of crime in the 
neighbourhood showed that while some crimes such as armed robberies were mostly 
feared by community dwellers, crimes like theft or burglary was taken for granted. As a 
result, at least 38% of the respondents had experienced theft, 12% assault, and 34% 
reported cases of robbery victim. The pattern of collaboration between the police and 
public was in the area of informal security unit. This involved the services of vigilante 
groups, night guards, youth forum and others. Most of the respondents, 64% perceived the 
services of the informal security groups as effective in protecting lives and properties. 
However, there were instances of human right violation by neighbourhood security guards. 
Although the police services in the neighbourhood were constrained by infrastructural 
challenges, more than 53% of the respondents attested to the presence of police in their 
communities. About 17% of the respondents stated that the level of collaboration between 
the police and public was high, while 23% saw a low level of collaboration. Although 
police-public collaboration yielded positive result, there were limitations to the extent in 
which the public can sustain the services of the informal groups. This is in the aspect of 
funding the services of vigilante groups and night guards. Also, one major problem in the 
issue of neighbourhood security was lack of trust in the attitude of the resident dwellers in 
their relations to the police. This affected desire to report crime to the police. As a result, 
the criminals relished the gap between police and public to hatch their nefarious intention. 
Despite the lapses noticeable in police-public collaboration, the security measure recoded 
appreciable level of effectiveness in the study area. Therefore, it is recommended that an 
intensified public relation should be put in place on the media to bridge the gap. 
Government and non-governmental organizations need to assist in the area of funding 
informal security units. Security training and seminar should be organized on regular basis 
for vigilante and night guards.                                                  
Keywords: Police, Neighbourhood, Crime, Routine activity, and Gap in police-public 
relation 

 
INTRODUCTION 
The role of the police in any human society cannot be overemphasized. Every society needs a strong and 
effective police force to maintain law and order, to promote peace and harmony and to secure lives and  
 

Correspondence Author: Micah, Damilola John  E-mail: damilolamicah@yahoo.com 



ISSN: 1117-1642   http://www.irdionline.com/world_article.html 
 

2 
 

Nieghbourhood Crime and Police-Public Collaboration in Apete Community Area of Ibadan, Nigeria  
 
properties. So the police force is not only central to individual self actualization, but also to social cohesion, 
economic development and democratic consolidation. The necessity of policing becomes more evident in 
modern societies characterized by diversities arising from population heterogeneity and conflicting ideologies 
on appropriate socio-political and economic form of organization. However, the emergence of the police, a 
body of men recruited and paid by the state to enforce law and maintain order, is a recent development in 
human history (Reiner, 2000). 
Traditionally, policing was the responsibility of all adults in community. But the emergence of the state, with 
vast bureaucracies anchored on centralized hierarchical authority structure and professional staff (Weber, 
1968) changed the traditional policing philosophy rooted in policing as everybody’s business. The emergence 
of the state as an entity with claim to the monopoly over the means of legitimate violence in society resulted 
into the creation of specialized agencies such as the police and the armed forces which control the use of 
violence by other groups. 
No society can do without policing. However, historical evidence indicates that societies have existed without 
formal police force. The danger of police fetishism should be avoided so that the capacity of society for 
evolving variety of policing organization and strategies is not undermined. According to Reiner (2002), 
modern societies are characterized by what can be termed ‘police fetishism’, the ideological assumption that 
the police are a functional prerequisite of social order so that without police force, chaos would ensue. In fact, 
many societies have existed without a formal police force of any kind and certainty with present model.  
The development and role of European type of police forces in Africa are traceable to the nature of European 
interests in the continent and the reactions of the indigenous people to their activities. With the advent of 
colonialism came the distortion of the traditional institutions and values, which had from time immemorial 
sustained harmonious relationship, peace, and security of lives and properties in the pre-colonial African 
communities. Thus, the legacy of western plantation ideology is the portrayal of African societies and cultures 
as lawless and disorderly (Onoge, 1993).  
The regulation of social order in Nigeria is by, informed accounts, a particularly challenging ones.  The NPF 
has proved ineffective in checking what a steadily rising rate of crime became and more recently, an almost 
endemic set of regional and local conflicts pose severe public order problems. The eruption of communal 
violence between Christians and Muslims since 1999 and ethnic conflicts have contributed to political unease 
and public perception and public insecurity. Further complicating the situation has the growth of interpersonal 
crimes. In Niger Delta, oil bunkering has become a major problem with criminal gangs stealing large amounts 
of crude oil from pipelines destined for offshore destinations. More recent, the menace of bomb blasts by 
members of an extremist Islamic group in the North which has led to loss of lives and properties in northern 
part of the country and cases of bank robberies in southwestern Nigeria. In face of increasing acts of 
criminality, the police have exhibited glaring incapacity to effectively enforce law and order in the society. 
The dearth of reliable crime data makes it extremely difficult to arrive at any composite of the crime situation 
in Nigeria. The gathering, collation and analysis of official crime statistics remain bedeviled by a range of 
problems, both political and administrative. However, a national criminal victimization and safety survey 
conducted by CLEEN foundation showed that crimes such as theft of various kinds of properties, especially, 
handsets and money are most common in the country. The survey also revealed that domestic violence, robbery 
and public assault are on the rise.                                                                                                                                               
 
STATEMENT OF PROBLEM 
The growth in urban crime rate in Nigeria is one of the major social problems facing the country in recent 
time. The concentration of violent crimes in major urban centres worldwide is therefore heralded as an 
indicator of the breakdown of urban systems. In many urban centres of Nigeria today, criminal activities and 
violence are assuming dangerous tendencies as they threaten lives and property, the national sense of wellbeing 
and coherence, peace, social order and security, thus reducing the citizens’ quality of life. (Agbola, 2000; 
Ahmed, 2010).The fear of armed robbery keeps Nigerians sleepless at night and they tend to live one day at 
time with the fear of whether they will see the light of tomorrow. They are especially afraid of armed robbers, 
paid assassins, political thugs and other criminals who assess life as being worthless. Nigerians find it difficult 
to put their trust on police protection because Nigeria is under policed with an average of one policeman to 
5000 Nigerians,  
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compared to that of one police to 400 persons in the developed world. Nigerian police are, at time in collusion 
with men of the underworld to unleash on their fellow countrymen (Agbola, 1997). 
It is not unexpected that a society at a low level of development tends to experience an upsurge in the rate of 
crimes. What is worrisome, however, is that the police which are meant to be antidote to criminality appear to 
be getting overwhelmed by the phenomenon (Olujinmi, 2004). The criminals appear to be ahead of the police 
such that the latter only react to the commission of crimes and usually after the offenders might have the scene. 
As a result of inability of the police stem high rate of crime, reform of the police has been proclaimed aim of 
successive governments since 1999 but little came of these proclaimed intentions. The usual government 
response to upsurge of crime is enlistment of more personnel and the provision of superior firepower to the 
police to match those of violent criminals.  
However, most of the police reforms have been described as representing the interests of the government 
rather than serving the interests of the public they are meant to protect (Hills, 2008). Most studies on Nigerian 
police have largely focused on police performance in tackling crimes such as armed robberies, assassinations 
and big time fraud which account for a fraction of the total number of crimes reported. However, few works 
have examined police performance in combating common crimes such as theft, burglary, assault and simple 
robbery that brings ordinary citizen in direct contact with police as victim, witness or suspect. This study 
intends to examine the police-public cooperation in tackling crimes committed in the resident community. 
 
OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 
The general objective of the study is to examine the role of community residents in tackling neighbourhood 
crimes. The specific objectives are to: 
1. Examine the patterns of crime in the resident community of the study areas. 
2. Examine the role of community members in addressing neighbourhood crime. 
3. Understand the collaboration between the police and resident community in reducing spate of 

neighbourhood crimes. 
 
LITERATURE REVIEW AND THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 
COMMUNITY POLICING IN NIGERIA 
Community policing entails community partnership in creating a safe and secure environment for all. It is 
policing whereby the police take part in their own affairs. With community policing, the policing is not seen 
as a stranger whose presence stands for danger and imminent hazard but as partners in development. The 
unfriendly nature of the relationship between the police and members of the public has enjoyed a wide 
coverage among scholars. It was in reaction to this development that the concept of community policing was 
introduced. This is particularly the case in Nigeria where the informal ethnic militia groups contested policing 
space with the Nigeria police in the Fourth Republic which began in May1999 (Ikuteyijo,2009).  
In the wake of rising crime rates in most parts of the community and the seeming inability of the formal police 
to arrest the situation, the local vigilante groups comprising mostly members of ethnic militias came to the 
rescue of most Nigerian communities. In the Southwestern parts of Nigeria, the Odua People’s Congress 
(OPC), which was initially formed to fight the marginalization of the Yoruba tribe, particularly after the 
annulment of the June 12 presidential elections purportedly won by a Yoruba man, later became a notable 
security outfit. Members of the OPC, being entrenched in Yoruba ancestral tradition, are widely acknowledged 
to master magical techniques of defense, attack of divination- warranted by oath-taking ceremonies of new 
recruits. The singular characteristic grants them a substantial comparative advantage in security and crime 
fighting activities. 
Additionally, OPC’s services are more affordable than those of formal security outfits. OPC militants have 
thus been appointed by zonal coordinators to perform security activities at fixed rates (Akinyele, 2001; 
Guichaoua, 2009). In fact, at a point in time, Lagos, Oyo and some other state governments publicly requested 
for their assistance at fighting crime. The general perception is that the police are corrupt, inefficient, ill-
equipped and unreliable while the militias are incorruptible and efficient. In June 2001, the Governor of Lagos 
State, publicly announced his willingness to invite the OPC to assist the state to combat criminals seemed to 
have overwhelmed the police in Lagos State (Babawale, 2001).  
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Also in the Eastern part of the country, the Bakassi Boys., initially formed by a group of artisans to protect 
themselves from incessant attacks from robbers also became a celebrated security outfit. Some state 
governments even legitimized the Bakassi e.g in Anambra State House of Assembly enacted Anambra 
Vigilance Services Act in 2001. However, there have been frequent clashes between the police and these 
groups. Basically, the operation and constitution of most of these groups put them in confrontation with the 
police. Besides the crude means of crime detection used by these groups, the instant judgement meted out to 
their victims also patches them against the police who are to ensure the maintenance of law and order and 
enforce the human rights of all citizens irrespective of their offences. Most of the literature on community 
policing ignore the importance of these groups in crime detection and enforcement. This may be explained by 
the fact the UK whose model of community policing Nigeria is trying to adopt does not have such challenge 
of ethnic militias. This is a major area which must be looked into if the project of community policing is to 
survive in Nigeria. 
In Nigeria, community policing was introduced in 2003 when some police officers were sent to England 
courtesy of the British Department for International Development to understudy community policing as 
practised in the UK. Consequently in 2004, more officers were trained as Community Development Officers 
(CDP) in Enugu, Southeastern Nigeria. These officers were asked to spread the message of community 
policing to other states of the Federation (Dickson, 2007). It is noteworthy however, that community policing 
as practised in the UK is definitely not applicable to the Nigerian context with necessary adjustments given 
the long-standing antagonism between the police and the public.  
Dickson (2007) also noted some impediment to the successful implementation of community policing in 
Nigeria and they include internal resistance by policemen who benefited from the traditional policing and who 
prefer status quo; lack of commitment to the project by implementing officers; lack of support from members 
of the public; inadequate support from the government; and poor welfare incentives for policemen. However, 
one of the biggest impediments to the success of community policing in Nigeria is the hostile relationship 
between the police and the informal policing machinery. 
 
George J. Thomson’s Gap Theory   
The theory argues that there is a growing ‘gap’ between the police and the community in many areas. People 
maltreated by the police withdraw from the police and are less eager to help the police. Until officers are made 
to realize their duty to care for the people, the ‘gap’ would increase. The crooks benefit from the ‘gap’ between 
the police and the people. However, the better the police treat the people, the safer they feel and the more the 
‘gap’ closes. As the ‘gap’ closes, it closes on the criminals in the community. Community policing training 
will therefore promote trust and confidence building between the police and the people in preventing crime in 
the community. According to Thompson (2006), the quality of contact with the people by the police affects 
the way the people in turn perceive the police.  
Therefore, to improve on the quality of contacts with the public, the police should be taught about the ‘90-10’ 
principle of the community. This means that 90% of the community members are good and honest people but 
90% of police contacts with the community are often with criminal elements which distort police perception 
of the community. Thompson (2006) stated that in the worst areas of the cities, 90 percent of all the people in 
those communities are good, hard-working, decent folks trying to make a living with dignity. Ten percent are 
the murderers, drug dealers, kidnappers and other criminal elements that need to be taken off the streets. 
However, the problem with police work is that too often, 90 percent of police contacts are with those 10 
percent. So it distorts police view of the community. The police easily become cynical and tend to ‘go to war’ 
against those communities rather than taking on a protective role. This explains why the police are most hated 
where they are most needed (Thompson, 2006). People mistreated do not give intelligence to those who 
mistreated them.  So adequate community policing training will help close the gap of mistrust and lack of 
confidence between the police and the people and make police more humane in carrying out their services 
within the community. 
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METHODOLOGY 
RESEARCH DESIGN 
Research design is the plan, structure and strategy of investigation conceived so as to attain answers to research 
questions and to control variables (Ogunbameru, 2005). The study adopted descriptive design and it is cross 
sectional study, hence, the need to examine the importance of police-community collaboration in combating 
neighbourhood crimes as well as public perception of police performance in tackling crimes committed in the 
neighbourhood. The study employed questionnaire and in-depth interview as the methods of collecting 
primary data.   
 
THE STUDY AREA 
The study is located in Ibadan metropolis, South Western Nigeria. A former capital of old Western region, 
Ibadan is like many cities in Nigeria that have been swelling with migration. The core population of Ibadan is 
Yoruba, but its population has always been ethnically mixed and is becoming increasingly so. Although 
industry is less developed than those in Lagos, it services the city with many of its needs and there are large 
numbers of traders, civil servants, professionals, artisans and so on. Ibadan also houses one of the Africa’s 
premier universities that is University of Ibadan, which lends its economy a significant intellectual, 
professional and artistic profile. By virtue of the university presence, there are notable ethnic and class 
variations. In a nutshell, Ibadan encapsulates so many characteristics of modern Nigeria (Guyer,Denzer and 
Agbaje,2002). 
There are eleven local government areas that make up Ibadan metropolis which are Ibadan North Local 
Government Area, Ibadan North West, Ibadan North-East, Ibadan South East, Ibadan South West, 
Akinyele,Oluyole,Egbeda, Ido, Lagelu as well as Ona Ara LGA. Aside from being the largest city in West 
Africa, its population is considerably significant. The current population is over 2.7 million. For this study, 
two local government areas were randomly selected based on the trend of high crime rate which are Ido and 
IbadanNorth local government areas. Within the selected local government areas, Sango and Apete were 
further randomly selected based on police report of high criminal activities in these communities. It is 
important to note that numerical statistics pertaining to estimates of residents in these communities were not 
available. This explained the need to select cross section of respondents from these selected communities.  
The study was limited to Sango and Apete areas of Ibadan. These areas were selected because neighbourhood 
crimes are on the rise in these areas. (Police watch, 2011). The selected areas have the following communities, 
Apete (Awotan, Ayegun road, Jeje, Central market and Akere) and Sango (Central market, Barracks, Railway, 
Bembo and Isopako). It is important to note that numerical statistics pertaining to accurate estimates of 
residents in selected areas is not available.    
 
THE STUDY POPULATION AND SIZE 
The population chosen to provide answers to research questions in the study comprises community members 
and policemen. The community members selected were from Sango and Apete areas of Ibadan. The Police 
officers selected were from Sango and Apete police division respectively. The selection of these areas was 
purposive. According to population census of 2006, Ibadan city is put at 2.8 million resident people. Though 
the total population of residents and police personnel in selected areas were not statistically available for the 
study, the findings will rely on the following formula for sample size as indicated in the work of Nachimias 
and Nachimias (1996). 

SS = Z2 [P (1-P)] 
         D2 

SS= sample size 
Z= level of significance (1.96) 
P= the estimated proportion of the factor to be studied (50% or 0.5) 
D= sampling error that can be tolerated (0.05%) 
Therefore: 
1.96[0.5(1-0.5)] 
     0.052 

 SS= 384.16. 
Approximate sample size= 384. 
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Since the estimated proportion of factor studied is 50%, the sample size was limited to 192. Thus, adding 18 
in case of error, the size was increased to 200.         
The selection of respondents for the sample was based on simple random technique. This is because every 
respondent was given equal chance to fill a copy of questionnaire soliciting their opinions. Hence, for 
questionnaire instrument, one hundred (100) respondents were each selected randomly from study locations, 
which comprised Apete and Sango. Further, ten (10) in-depth interviews for police officers were conducted 
across the selected locations and respondents were purposively selected. In addition to this, ten in-depth 
interviews were conducted for the chairmen of the landlords association in the resident communities. The 
selection was done purposively. These methods appear to be most feasible given the lack of data that may 
have allowed for more reliable estimation of the population. Therefore, a total sample size of 224 was selected, 
which combined both questionnaire and in-depth interviews. 
 
SAMPLING PROCEDURE 
The sampling technique for this study was multi stage sampling. This comprised purposive, simple random 
and convenience sampling techniques. Purposive sampling served the basis for selecting Ibadan. Ido and 
Ibadan North Local Government Areas were randomly selected because of time and cost constraints. Also, as 
a result of high incidences of crime rate in these local government areas based on Police report. Convenience 
sampling was used to select respondents in the study areas. The engagement of convenience sampling was due 
to absence of sample frame in the selected areas of the study. Distribution of sample in each study location 
was based on simple random. Furthermore, purposive sampling was used to select respondents for IDIs.  
 
METHODS AND INSTRUMENTS OF DATA COLLECTION   
The method of data collection for this study involved both quantitative and qualitative methods. Whereas the 
former used to collect quantitative data, the latter used to collect qualitative data. Furthermore, the study 
utilized both primary and secondary sources of data collection. Primary sources involved field work and 
secondary sources involved journal articles, reliable articles and credible internet sources.  
The instruments for data collection comprised questionnaire and in-depth interview. Questionnaire was 
applied exclusively to the residents of selected areas, while In-depth interviews were used on policemen in 
selected areas. The questionnaire for this study used to generate quantitative data was divided into six sections 
and each section addresses a particular objective. Section A dealt with Socio-demographic characteristics of 
community members. Section B and C dealt with Patterns of Crimes in selected Communities and the role of 
Community members in addressing Neighbourhood Crimes. Section D and E dealt with the collaboration 
between the Police and Community in reducing crimes and Challenges inhibiting effective control of 
neighbourhood crimes. Also Section F dealt with the methods of reinforcing police-public relations in tackling 
crimes. The IDIs was used to generate qualitative data which could not capture those areas of the objectives 
where it was not possible to use questionnaire. In essence, it complemented the quantitative data. Specifically, 
these two instruments were used to address the issue of neighbourhood crime and police-public collaboration 
in Ibadan. 
 
METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS 
The method of data analysis involved quantitative and qualitative methods. For quantitative method, this was 
based on univariate and bivariate analyses. The univariate analysis which is purely descriptive will use 
frequency counts and percentages to present the data. The bivariate analysis involved cross tabulations of 
variables and this was based on inferential statistics e.g. Chi square Test of Association and Correlation. All 
these were processed through Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS). For qualitative data, raw data 
was sorted and transcribed. In all, both quantitative and qualitative analysis complemented each other. 
 
PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS OF DATA  
SOCIO-ECONOMIC AND DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS 
The consideration of socio-economic variables in any empirical study cannot be undermined. This is because 
the variables tend to shape and influence respondent’s views on research questions (). Result in the table 4.1.1 
showed that male respondents represented 48.2%, while female respondents constituted 51.8%.  
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Though there were differences in the proportion of male and female gender, however significant proportion 
of both sexes were involved in the study. The findings showed that 73.6% of the respondents were married 
while 24.9% of the respondents were single. However, the findings showed that most of the respondents had 
post primary educational qualification. In other words, 44.7% of the respondents had OND/NCE academic 
qualification; 33.5% of the respondents were holders of Bachelor Degree or HND certificate; and 2.0% 
possessed Primary school certificate. This indicates a relatively high literacy level in the study area. The table 
also showed the religious affiliation among the respondents. Findings indicated that 82.0% of the respondents 
were associated with Christianity belief system, 16.2% of the respondents practiced Islamic religion and 1.8% 
of the respondents were traditional religion worshippers. The income distribution in the findings showed that 
most of the respondents, 29.7% lived on less than NGN10000 monthly income. Only 3.5% of the respondents 
survived on NGN90001-110000 monthly income. The indication is that most of the respondents survived on 
relatively low income. This accounted for the inadequacies in the funding of the vigilante group hired by 
resident community to complement police service delivery. According to a respondent: 
 

TABLE 4.1.1: DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS ACCORDING TO SOCIO-DEMOGRAPHIC 
VARIABLES 

Sex  Frequency  Percentage  
Male  
Female  

95 
102 

48.2 
51.8 

Total  197 100.0 
Age range  Frequency Percentage 
16-20yrs 
21-25yrs 
26-30yrs 
31-35yrs 
36-40yrs 
41-50yrs 
51yrs and Above 

11 
45 
15 
28 
21 
55 
22 

5.6 
22.8 
7.6 
14.2 
10.7 
27.9 
11.2 

Total 197 100.0 
Marital status Frequency Percentage 
Married   
Single 
Divorced 
Separated 

145 
49 
2 
1 

73.6 
24.9 
1.0 
0.5 

Total 197 100.0 
Educational qualification Frequency Percentage 
Primary 
WAEC/GCE 
OND/NCE 
HND/Degree 
Post Graduate 

4 
19 
88 
66 
20 

2.0 
9.6 
44.7 
33.5 
10.2 

Total 197 100.0 
Religion Frequency Percentage 
African Traditional 
Islam 
Christianity 

4 
32 
161 

2.0 
16.2 
81.7 

Total  197 100.0 
Monthly Income Frequency Percentage 
Less than 10,000 
10,001-30,000 
30,001-50,000 
51,000-60,000 
70,001-90,000 
90,001-110,000 
110,001 above 

59 
34 
45 
19 
24 
 7 
 9 

29.9 
17.3 
22.8 
9.6 
12.2 
3.6 
4.6.1 

Total 197 100.0 
Source: Field Survey, 2012 
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Our people are not financially buoyant. The police are doing wonderful in our 
community. The police cannot do everything. The Landlord association is faced with 
challenges of funding night guards hired for security duty 
(IDI/Landlord/Sango/Ibadan/2012).     

It may be stated that the economic power of neighbourhood community plays significant impact in addressing 
security challenges. However, the income distribution in the findings reflected the national statistics which 
showed significant proportion of the population living below the poverty line (National Bureau Statistics, 
2011). 
 
PATTERN OF CRIME IN RESIDENT COMMUNITY 
Previous findings have shown that crime varies significantly across every society (Agbola, 2000; Ahmed, 
2010). This is determined by the level of social differentiation and development that characterized each 
location. On this background, the findings revealed different types of crime in the study area.  
The Findings showed that 38.1% of the respondents identified theft as the most frequent crime in their resident 
community. Other types of crime reported in the findings were assault (12.7%), and robbery (34.0%). The 
indication is that there were significant proportion in the occurrence of theft, assault and robbery in the study 
area. Further insight into the pattern of crime in the study area was provided in the views of a male respondent:  

There were instances of murder case in our community sometimes ago. The case was 
reported to the police and the culprit was arrest (IDI/respondent/Ido 
LG/Ibadan/2012). 

A female respondent put in her words: 
My private car was stolen sometimes ago in this community. I reported to the case 
police. I am yet to recover the stolen vehicle. It is very painful (IDI/respondent/Ibadan 
North LG/Ibadan/2012). 

The pattern of crime reported in the findings showed that the resident community was a characteristic of 
modern society. According to ……… () a modern society is identified by the nature of crime that occurs in it. 
The notable types of crimes stated by the foregoing author are robbery and motor vehicle theft. This calls for 
need to strengthen the collaboration between the police and members of resident community in the study area. 
Furthermore, 48.2% of the respondents indicated that crime has reduced in their neighbourhood. On the other 
hand, 51.8% of the respondents perceived the occurrence of crime as rather on the increase in their resident 
community. Various reasons were identified for the current level of crime. A forty four year old respondent 
was summarized thus: 

Crimes have increased because there is no adequate security measures put in place. 
High unemployment rate among youths has led to increase in criminals and most 
residents in the community are not security conscious (IDI/female tenant/Ibadan 
North LG/2012). 
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TABLE 4.2.1: DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS’ VIEW ON PATTERNS OF CRIME         IN 

NEIGHBOURHOOD COMMUNITY  
Patterns of crimes in the 
neighbourhood resident  

Frequency Percentage 

Theft 
Assault 
Robbery 
All of the above 
Others 

75 
25 
67 
29 
2 

38.1 
12.1 
34.0 
14.0 
1.0 

Total 197 100.0 
Crime has reduced in our community  Frequency Percentage 
Yes 
No 

95 
102 

48.2 
51.8 

Total 197 100.0 
Crime which I feared most in our 
community 

Frequency  Percentage 

Theft 
Assault 
Robbery 
All of the above 
Others 

24 
20 
148 
5 
0 

12.2 
10.2 
75.1 
2.5 
0.0 

Total 197 100.0 
Source: Field Survey, 2012 
 
Although the occurrence of crime in the neighbourhood might be increasing as reported in the findings, it 
cannot undermine the effort of the police and members of the public in combating crime. It may be argued on 
the contrary that the increase in the level of crime is attributed to gap between the police and the public 
members. This point is clearly stated in the words of a Police Official: 

It is very unfortunate that it is not all crimes committed in the neighbourhood that are 
reported. We are not magician that must know all that is happening outside there. If 
the police must help the public, then the public should be ready to help the police by 
reporting all crimes. This gives us knowledge and method to tackle crime. It helps us 
know the pattern of crime on the increase (IDI/Police Officer/Ido LG/Ibadan/2012). 

Therefore, until the gap between the police and public is bridged, it may difficult to combat crime to barest 
minimum. Notwithstanding the emphasis on the gap indicated in the responses above, the reality confronted 
in the context of the study helped to explain the reason why such gap may grow unabated. According to a 
respondent: 

Why will somebody wish to be police’s friend when you that reported a case may not 
be protected? Nigeria police do not provide a level of trust that will make one to 
report every incidence of crime. This is very unfortunate (IDI/respondent/Ibadan 
North LG/Ibadan/2012). 

The statement in the above implies a strenuous relation between the police and the public. This scenario 
expressed in the findings underscores the national campaign and jingles by the Nigeria Police Force to redeem 
the image and rebranding the Force (). The findings provided information on crime which is most feared by 
people in the resident community. The proportion of 75.1% of the respondents identified armed robbery. This 
helped to explain the low occurrences of robberies in the study area which was due to adequate measure 
adopted to cage such crime. The effort of the community was in collaboration with the police to bring armed 
robberies to barest minimum. However, to reduce cases of other crimes such as theft, assault, burglary, motor 
vehicle theft, and vandalisation etc, the same level of importance must be attached. This will motivate the 
attitude of collaboration to protect human life and property. 
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ROLE OF COMMUNITY MEMBERS IN THE CONTROL OF NEIGHBOURHOOD CRIMES 
The trend in community policing is the active participation of the public members in the protection of their 
social environment (). This complements the services of formal policing to adequately protect lives and 
properties in the resident community. The findings showed that 82.2% of the respondents attested to the 
operation of informal security policing services in their communities. Only 17.8% of the respondents said 
informal policing services were not operational in their communities. It may be pointed that informal policing 
such as night guard has assumed growing importance in the resident neighbourhood. According to a 
respondent: 

The community decided to hire vigilante group because we believe in the efficiency 
of the service. Though the police service is also effective, we don’t want to handle 
security issue with careless attitude (IDI/respondent/Ibadan North LG/Ibadan/2012). 
 

The indication is that people are motivated to complement the conventional services rendered by the police 
due to the need to ensure maximum protection against criminal activities. Findings showed that there were 
different types of informal security services utilized by community dwellers. The proportion of 54.8% of the 
respondents hired the services of Vigilante group; 27.8% for Night guards; 1.9% for Youth forum; and 1.8% 
utilized Neighbourhood watch. The proportion of 2.5% of the respondents engaged Student forum to 
complement police services. The observation in the findings is that every community engaged the services of 
night guards and vigilante groups. The words of a forty seven year old Landlord were summarized thus: 

The major form of neighbourhood security unit in our community is night guard. We 
also have other forms security. The landlord association is most concerned with the 
welfare service of men that provide security in the night which is night guard. The 
major challenge is fund (IDI/landlord/Ido LG/Ibadan/2012).   

However, the bordering issue is the extent to which the informal security unit is recognized by the police. 
According to the views of a senior police officer: 

The police service does recognize the role of night guard and vigilante group in their 
collaboration to fight crime. There are exceptional cases when some vigilante groups 
take laws into hands. Surely if you fail the law, the law will always have its way 
(IDI/Senior Police/Ido LG/Ibadan/2012). 

The position maintained in the statement above confirmed the agitation by some human right activists who 
canvassed the abolition of informal security services not recognized by the law. Though the findings revealed 
shortcomings associated with the utilization of informal security services, it is however evident that some level 
of collaboration existed between the police and night guards or the vigilante group. For example, a police 
officer said:   

  Informal security groups in our jurisdiction are very effective in combating crimes. 
They are assisting the police to combat crime. They posted their men on night guard 
and it has reduced crime rate (IDI/respondent/Ibadan North LG/Ibadan/2012). 

The statement of fact expressed in the view above strongly suggested the need for informal security units hired 
by neighbourhood community. The collaboration between the formal and informal security agents in the study 
area revealed that crime was effectively checkmated. As a result of the collaboration, 64.5% of the respondents 
pointed that the informal security system is effective in combating neighbourhood crime. The proportions of 
35.5% of the respondents were on the hand dissatisfied with services of the informal security agents. Hence, 
a respondent put in her views: 

Honestly, the manner of lawlessness of some vigilante groups or the called night 
guard is just too alarming. They brutalize people carelessly. They laws into their 
hand. They even murder innocent souls (IDI/respondent/Ido LG/Ibadan/2012). 

The statement above however calls for stringent measure to checkmate criminal activities associated with 
informal security. It is obvious that the meeting point of collaboration between the police and neighbourhood 
community is the services of vigilante group, night guard and other methods. It is necessary to regulate the 
activities of every security unit in order to promote social peace and sanity. 
 
 
 
 



ISSN: 1117-1642   http://www.irdionline.com/world_article.html 
 

11 
 

Nieghbourhood Crime and Police-Public Collaboration in Apete Community Area of Ibadan, Nigeria  
 

Different methods were identified on the best way to protect neighbourhood community against criminal 
activities. Significant numbers of respondents, 35.5% suggested frequent police surveillance; 30.5% identified 
police-public relation; and 38.0% said educating resident community on security needs will be beneficial. 
Although the foregoing methods suggested to combat crime were in place in the study, the problem lied in the 
sustainability. A respondent argued: 

The police respond to distress calls at rapid rate. Our jurisdiction is well covered. 
We patrol on daily basis, every hour. However it is one thing to be ready to work, it 
is another thing to have necessary tool and motivation to carry it out adequately. The 
police are facing logistic problem. The police are not financed to operate effectively 
(IDI/respondent/Ibadan North LG/Ibadan/2012).             

Similarly, a sixty year old Landlord said: 
We have good idea about security and protection of our community. However, idea 
may not work where there is funding. Our landlord association still owes debt of 
salaries unpaid to our night guard. We cannot do it alone (IDI/landlord/Ido 
LG/Ibadan /2012). 

Therefore, it may be stated that the police-public relation in the study area was limited by financial capacity. 
Notwithstanding the perceived effectiveness that may be associated with the security method suggested, it is 
obvious that financial funding will play essential role in the sustainability of the method.   
 

TABLE 4.3.1: DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS’ OPINION BY THE ROLE OF         
COMMUNITY IN ADDRESSING NEIGHBOURHOOD CRIMES 

The operation of informal security groups apart from the 
police. 

Percentage  Frequency 

Yes 
No 

162 
35 

82.2  
17.8 

Total 197 100.0 
Informal security services Percentage Frequency 
Vigilante 
Night guards 
Youth Forum 
Neighbourhood watch 
Student forum 
Not applicable 

108 
  45 
  3 

2 
  4 
35 

54.8 
  27.8 
  1.9 

1.8 
  2.5 
  17.8 

Total   197 100.0 

The informal security system is effective in combating 
neighbourhood crime     

Frequency Percentage 

Yes 
No 
Total 

127 
70 
197 

64.5 
35.5 
100.0 

Adequate measure to protect neighbourhood community   Frequency Percentage 
Frequent police surveillance 
Police-public relations 
Educating resident community on security needs 

62 
60 
75 

35.5 
30.5 
38.0 

Total 197 100.0 
Source: Field Survey, 2012 
 

COLLABORATION BETWEEN THE POLICE AND RESIDENT COMMUNITY  
The police in its pursuit to fight crime initiated community action as a way of achieving effective measure. 
Previous studies () have demonstrated the success stories arising from such from collaboration. The Findings 
showed that 53.2% of the respondents reported the establishment of police stations in their communities while 
47.8% of the respondents said their communities were without police stations. On the frequency of police 
patrol, 14.2% of the respondents said the rate of police patrol was often in their communities.  
The numbers of 20.0% of the respondents stated that police patrol in their communities was on a rare instance. 
The point of a male respondent was reflected thus: 
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The level of crime such as arm robberies, theft and burglary is on the increase in our 
community. Many times we reported the case to the police. We suggested to them that 
they (the police) should always patrol our community to help us reduce the crime rate. 
The police promised time without number. They rarely patrol our community. This has 
given us major concern. The community has decided to employ the services of vigilante 
group and night guards to extend their duties to day time (IDI/respondent/Ido LG/2012).               

However, the position of the police is clear on the issue raised in the statement above. A divisional police 
officer said: 

One of the major problems facing our jurisdiction is in the area of vehicle which makes 
it to patrol every area in our jurisdiction (IDI/Police officer/Ido LG/Ibadan/2012). 

Therefore, it will be argued that the efficiency of the police in security services to resident communities is a 
function of logistic stability. In other words, the inefficiency of the police in resident communities is due to 
poor funding which limited capacity for efficiency. 
The collaboration between the police and resident communities in crime management showed that 71.1% of 
the respondents said there was police-public collaboration in their communities. The numbers of 28.9% of the 
respondents did not agree that any collaboration with the police existed in their communities. However, 17.7% 
of the respondents said there was high level of collaboration between police and community dwellers in their 
area. The proportion of 26.3% of the respondents described the level of collaboration as low. The pattern of 
the relationship between the police and public members in the study area is better understood in the views of 
a seventy one year old landlord: 
 

TABLE 4.4.1: DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS’ VIEW BY THE COLLABORATION 
BETWEEN POLICE AND COMMUNITY MEMBERS 

There is police station in our community Frequency  Percentage 
Yes 
No 

103 
94 

53.2 
47.7 

Total 197 100.0 
Frequency of police patrol in the resident area Frequency Percentage 
Often 
Sometimes 
Rarely 
Not applicable 

28 
35 
40 
94 

14.2 
17.8 
20.8 
47.7 

Total 197 100.0 
Collaboration between police and resident community Frequency Percentage 
Yes 
No 

140 
57 

71.1 
28.9 

Total 197 100.0 
Level of collaboration between police and resident community Frequency Percentage 
High 
Moderate 
Low 
Not Applicable 

35 
59 
46 
57 

17.7 
29.9 
23.3 
28.9 

Total 197 100.0 
Distance between the nearest police station and resident community Frequency Percentage 
Less than 30 minutes 
31-60 minutes 
61-90 minutes 
91-120 minutes 

133 
53 
4 
7 

67.5 
26.9 
2.0 
3.6 

Total 197 100.0 
The numbers of minutes that take the police to respond at crime scene Frequency Percentage 

Less than 30 minutes 
31-60 minutes 
61-90 minutes 
91-120 minutes 

64 
57 
46 
30 

32.5 
28.9 
23.4 
15.2 

Total 197 100.0 
Source: Field Survey, 2012 
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The police have representative in our landlord association meeting. The association 
feeds back the police on security issues in our community. We cooperate together for 
the safety of our neighbourhood. However, some gaps still exist between the police 
and the public. One of the major reasons is that we have no police station in our 
community. It takes some minutes of drive before one could reach out to the police. 
Though the use of GSM has helped a lot in the security matters, we hope there is one 
police station in our community (IDI/Landlord/Ido LG/Ibadan/2012).   

The statement above described a good and smooth relationship between the police and public. On the other 
hand the desire for police station in resident community is a factor that tends to strengthen collaboration in the 
fight against crime. A respondent stated thus: 

I don’t believe we have friendly policing system in our community. Just imagine a 
scenario when you report a case to the police and nothing is done. The major 
language is you must shake body before something can be done or for police to 
respond. This is not good. There is also a lot of police brutality. So people do not 
want to have any business do with the Nigerian police (IDI/Respondent/Ibadan North 
LG/Ibadan/2012).          

It follows that the suspected attitude of corruption, high handedness and lack of trust constituted a major 
problem in the collaboration between police and public in the fight against crime. Furthermore, the distance 
between the nearest police station and resident community in the study area was such that 67.5% of the 
respondents could on the average spend less than 30 minutes to reach out to nearest police station. The 
proportion of 26.9% of the respondents reported that they spent between 30 and 59 minutes to reach out to the 
nearest police station, 2.0% spent 60-89 minutes and 3.6% spent 90-119 minutes. Hence, on the response of 
the police to crime scene in the resident community, 32.5% of the respondents said it took less than 30 minutes 
for police to respond to crime scene whenever report is made. The numbers of 15.2% of the respondents stated 
that it took 91-120 minutes for police to respond at crime scene. 
 The international standard stipulated for police response at crime scene is a minimum rate of five minutes (). 
This means in an ideal situation there must be police station situated in every community of residence. 
However, the reality in the context of the study was different. Though significant proportion of the respondents 
indicated quick response of the police, the percentage that indicated low response was still high. For example 
a respondent said: 

There are instances when you report crime to the police; it took them many minutes 
even hours for them to respond. This made it difficult to deter criminals in the resident 
area(IDI/Respondent/Ido LG/Ibadan/2012).  

Although the response rate of the police to crime scene in the study area was not rapid, it may however be 
stated that the police cannot be wholesomely scapegoat in the laxity observed in crime management. 
Notwithstanding the low response to crime scene, it is obvious that there was reasonable collaboration between 
the police and neighbourhood community in the study area.      
 
CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION 
The conclusion in this finding dwells on the significance of the study. The relationship between the police and 
public is generally hostile due to the historical legacy of oppression and continuing citizens’ experiences and 
misconception about police roles. In spite of this challenge, there is level of cooperation between the police 
and members of community. However, there is room for increased collaboration between the police and 
community residents. Since the police cannot bear the responsibility of ensuring a safe community alone, the 
public has a very important role to pay in ensuring public safety. Community partnership in policing has many 
merits and it promises to deliver the needed peace and safety of community if well implemented. It will foster 
mutual respect between police and community dwellers as they perceive one another in the rights perspectives 
and as partners in development. The local government has a big role to play in this aspect as they serve as 
regulators of the activities of local vigilante groups. The local   groups are more familiar with the environment 
as the police are often portrayed in bad light. 
The findings also identified the problems facing the police in combating crimes at the neighbourhood level. 
Nigerians desire an efficient, courteous, well equipped and appropriately remunerated police force.  
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However, numerous structural constraints as well as organizational inadequacies such as poorly equipped 
office, inadequate transportation and communication facilities, obsolete firearms and inadequate ammunition 
within the police to engender police ineffective, inefficiency and even insensitivity, all of which create  
negative police image. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. For improvement in community security and relationship with the police, there is a need for periodic 
and predictable community interaction with the police, through the establishment of community safety 
and security forum at the community level. The local government should be encouraged to play a key 
role in such structure either as convener or host. The importance of taking the organization from the 
police is to encourage partnership in crime prevention rather than paternalism, where the community 
members are treated as mere informant.  

2. The scope of contact between the police and citizens should be enlarged to include social services 
delivery by police and regular law enforcement related meetings should be held with communities in 
order to create favourable environment for public cooperation. 

3. Members of the public should be educated on the role and powers of police, and the significance of 
public cooperation with police in order to promote an overall individual, community and national 
security. 

4. The high level of unemployment among the youths, which the respondents identified as a major 
contributor to crime should be addressed by the governments at various levels. The government should 
consider projects that could engage the youths and get them off the street under some kind of social 
crime prevention programme. 
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